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Statistics Request Description  

On January 5, 2024, the Administrative Office of the Courts Data Officer directed the division of 
Research & Statistics to create a report examining trends over time in the rate of filing of cases 
including charges of violent felony offenses.  
 
CourtNet, which provides a summary of court cases statewide, was queried for Circuit Criminal cases 
filed between 1/1/2004 and 12/31/2023 with including charges of offenses associated with the  
Categories Felony – Homicide and Felony – Violent as used previously in the Kentucky Court of 
Justice Judicial Workload Assessment1. A list of applicable offenses is attached to this document. 
 

 

 

Statistical Report  

The following visualizations demonstrate an overall increase in cases and charges of violent crime 
over the last twenty years. Some regions and types of crime have shown signs of decline in frequency, 
while others have increased. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Ostrom, B. J., Kleiman, M. K., Lee, C. G., Sturtevant, D., Dufeck, J., Garrison, C. (2020). Judicial Workload 

Assessment 2020. Microsoft OneDrive Shared Directory.  

https://kcoj-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/danielsturtevant_kycourts_net/Eoo0Q8Rsa3FOn2By0WiGWPoBldPT 

ceeUu8JqROgHxUoPdQ?e=Wq8HBS retrieved February 7, 2024.  

https://kcoj-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/danielsturtevant_kycourts_net/Eoo0Q8Rsa3FOn2By0WiGWPoBldPTceeUu8JqROgHxUoPdQ?e=Wq8HBS
https://kcoj-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/danielsturtevant_kycourts_net/Eoo0Q8Rsa3FOn2By0WiGWPoBldPTceeUu8JqROgHxUoPdQ?e=Wq8HBS
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Figure 1: Circuit Criminal Cases filed statewide CY 2004-2023 containing at least one violent 
felony charge 

Table 1 provides this data in table format along with comparisons to 2004 for each year. 

The number of Circuit Criminal cases filed from 2004 to 2015 including charges of violent offenses was 
relatively stable, after which there were three consecutive years of increases. This was the only time 
that there were consecutive year-over-year increases from 2004-2023. There was a slight decline in 
2020 due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, followed by a spike in 2021 and a decline in 2022 and 2023. The 
co-author’s conjecture is that the spike in 2021 is likely in part procedural, with cases that would have 
otherwise been filed earlier being delayed until the restoration of criminal jury trials in 2021.  
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Figure 2: Cases filed CY 2004-2023 containing at least one violent felony charge, separated by 
Statistical Region 

This visualization allows for the comparison of relative trends for violent crime across geographic regions. The 
line chart presents the number of cases filed in each year for each region, with vertical position representing the 
number cases filed. The size of the marks for the Louisville region is increased for emphasis. The associated 
numbers of cases and percent differences for 2004, 2009, 2014, 2019, and 2023 are included in Table 2 along 
with percent difference comparisons for these years compared to 2004. A map of statistical regions can be found 
in figure 3. 
 

Comparing 2004 to 2023, every statistical region had a higher quantity of violent felony cases in 2023 
than in 2004, with the notable exception of Louisville. Within the timeframe of 2004-2023, 2023 had 
the second lowest count of violent felony cases in a year for Louisville, with the only year bearing a 
lower count being 2020. Throughout most of the years listed, Louisville had more charges than any 
other region. However, beginning with 2020 and continuing to the present, Metropolitan Region: 
Other surpassed Louisville in violent felony case count. The region had a 58.32% increase from 2004 
to 2023. The largest increase by a region was Micropolitan: Appalachian, which experienced a 70.68% 
increase from 2004 to 2023. 
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Figure 3: Statistical Regions 
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Figure 4: Percentage difference in count of cases containing at least one violent felony charge 
between CY 2023 and 2004 by county. 

This visualization allows for the comparison of relative trends for violent crime across counties. The map presents 
the percentage difference in case count between 2004 and 2023, with the color of the county representing the 
change in count of cases filed. As some small counties had as much as a 700% increase, all counties with a 300% 
increase or more are represented with the darkest orange hue. Table 3 provides this data in table form. 

 
There were 37 counties with fewer Circuit Criminal cases containing a violent charge filed in 2023 
when compared to 2004, four counties that had the exact same number of cases, and 79 counties 
that saw an increase in violent cases. Some of the notable counties with decreases were Jefferson 
(9.03% decrease, 709 cases to 645 cases) and Kenton (11.40% decrease, 114 cases to 101 cases). The 
largest decrease for a county was Breathitt with 70.59%, but it should be noticed that the decrease 
was from 17 cases to 5 cases. As such, small sample size can likely be attributed to part of the 
decrease.  
 
Sample size can also be attributed to the largest increase, Grant County, which went from 2 cases in 
2004 to 16 cases in 2023 for a 700% increase. In this situation, it would appear that the count in 2004 
was an abnormally low outlier, as there were 15 cases in 2005. Rural counties with small populations 
and case counts are more susceptible to outliers. Some notable increases in counties with relatively 
large populations include Henderson (245.71% increase, 31 cases to 121 cases), Madison (366.67% 
increase, 30 cases to 140 cases), Franklin (102.38% increase, 42 cases to 85 cases), and Pulaski 
(181.48% increase, 27 cases to 76 cases). 
 
Some geographic trend clustering can be seen on the map, with several counties in eastern Kentucky 
observing a reduction in the number of cases filed. A smaller cluster of counties in west-central 
Kentucky around the Henderson-Owensboro area can be seen as having an increase from 2004. 
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Figure 5: Violent charges filed CY 2004-2023 by AOC Offense Category 

This visualization shows trends in the AOC Offense Categories of violent charges from 2004-2023. Table 4 
provides this data in table form. 

 
Since 2013, there has been an increase in the quantity of Circuit Criminal cases with assault charges 
every year. In 2023, 3021 cases contained at least one assault charge compared to  1,207 cases in 
2004. In 2004, 37% of Circuit Criminal cases including at least one violent offense included an Assault 
charge. In 2023, this percentage was 55%. The proportion of cases including charges from the 
relatively small Abuse category more than tripled during the reported period. The majority of this 
increase is associated with an increase following the pandemic of cases including charges of Criminal 
Abuse in the First Degree involving a child aged 12 or younger under KRS 508.100(1)(c)2. Several 
categories are seen to dip in 2020 before having a rise in the following years. Robbery (804 cases to 
419 cases) and Arson (153 cases to 118 cases) were the two categories with fewer Circuit Criminal 
cases containing charges in 2023 than in 2004. There were 804 cases with at least one Robbery charge 

 
2 KRS 508.100: Criminal abuse in the first degree. https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=52562 

retrieved February 7, 2024.  

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=52562
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in 2004 compared to 419 in 2023. Additionally, Sodomy had a negligible increase of 2 circuit criminal 
cases with at least one case filed when comparing 2004 and 2023. 
 
Tables on the subsequent pages present additional information. Table 1 includes the underlying 
numbers associated with the data presented in Figure 1. Table 2 corresponds to Figure 2, Table 3 
corresponds to Figure 4, and Table 4 corresponds to Figure 5. 
 
Statistical Analysis Considerations: 

➢ These statistics represent a snapshot in time as of the date the data was queried (2/8/2024). 
➢ All counts provided in this report represent counts of distinct cases. A single case may have 

one or more charges and an individual may be defendant in more than one case within a 
period of time. 
 

Table 1: Number of cases and percent difference in number of cases filed relative to cases 
filed in CY 2004 
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Table 2: Circuit Criminal cases including violent charges by region for the years 2004, 2009, 
2014, 2019, and 2023. 

 
Table 2 includes the number of violent Circuit Criminal cases filed for each statistical region in the years 2004, 
2009, 2014, 2019, and 2023. Additionally, the percentage difference in case count for each year when compared 
to 2004 is provided. 
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Table 3: Circuit Criminal cases including violent charges by county for CY 2023 

 
Table 3 includes the number of violent Circuit Criminal cases filed for each county in the year 2023 and the 
percentage difference in case count when compared to 2004. 
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Table 4: Violent Circuit Criminal case counts by charge year and AOC offense category. 

 
Table 4 includes the number of cases including violent charges grouped by AOC Offense Category and year of 
Case Filing Date. Cases with more than one Category of charge are counted separately for each category and 
only once in the Grand Total. Note that KRS 529.1003, which defines Human Trafficking offenses, went into effect 
in 2007. 
  

 

Data Fields  

Database Data Variable Description  

CourtNet JWAC Time 
Study 
Category 

A classification of Circuit Criminal cases according to the seriousness of 
the charged offenses as related to the required judicial time associated 
with different types of cases as used in the reporting of the Judicial 
Workload Assessment Committee (see citation on page 1). This report is 
limited to Circuit Criminal cases with at least one charge in one of the 
following categories: 

• Felony – Homicide 

• Felony – Violent 

 
3 KRS 529.100: Human trafficking. https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=50288 Retrieved 

February 7, 2024. 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=50288
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Database Data Variable Description  

 Case Category Cases in this report are limited to Circuit Criminal cases, which are cases 
in Circuit Court including at least one felony charge following an 
indictment by Grand Jury or Information.  

 Case County The county in which a case was filed. 

 Case Filing 
Date 

The date a case is filed in Circuit Court, which may be later than the 
date of the alleged offense. Case Filing Date is reported using Calendar 
Year (CY, January 1st through December 31st). 

 AOC Offense 
Category 

Similar criminal offenses grouped together for the purpose of statistical 
reporting.  

 Cases The number of unique cases. Each case may include one or more 
charges. 

 Statistical 
Region 

Based on county population size ranking, county trial court case filing 
counts, and judicial Circuit and District membership, along with 
socioeconomic commuting patterns and cultural ties, the 120 Kentucky 
counties have been delineated into eleven geographic regions as shown 
in Figure 3. Region is primarily based on Core Based Statistical Areas as 
calculated by the US Census Bureau 
 

 
 

 
Disclaimer Associated with KCOJ/AOC Database(s) and Element(s) 
 

RESEARCH AND STATISTICS DISCLAIMER FOR COURTNET 
Information received from KYCourts/CourtNet is subject to change(s), reprogramming, modification(s) 
of format and availability at the direction of the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), and may 
not at any particular moment reflect the true status of court cases due to ordinary limitation(s), 
delay(s) or error(s) in the system’s operation. The KYCourts/CourtNet database is not a real-time 
system. All datasets are a snapshot of case data at the time a query is run. Case counts are not counts 
of individuals as some persons may have multiple cases. 
 
The AOC disclaims any warranties as to the validity of the information obtained from 
KYCourts/CourtNet. The recipient is solely responsible for verifying information received from 
KYCourts/CourtNet through the cross-referencing of official court records. The AOC shall not be liable 
to the recipient, or to any third party using the system or information obtained therefrom, for any 
damages whatsoever arising out of the use of KYCourts/CourtNet. 
 

 

https://www.kentucky-demographics.com/counties_by_population
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2020s-counties-detail.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2020s-counties-detail.html

