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Mission: Promote health, well-being, and resilience for all; facilitate recovery for 
people affected by mental illness and substance use; and support people with 

developmental and intellectual disabilities. 



Statewide Impact



Crisis Response



Adult Mental Health



Forensic Services
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• Recovery 

• Independence

• Support

• Engagement

1915(i) RISE
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• Recovery 

• Independence

• Support

• Engagement

RISE reflects the initiative’s focus; 

Helping individuals RISE above their 

challenges through services that 

promote recovery, independence, 

and community engagement.

Enhance 
Community 

Based Supports

Foster Participant 
Independence

Prevent 
Institutionalization

Promote Person-
Centered Care 

Approach

1915(i) RISE



1. Supervised Residential Care

2. In-Home Independent Living 
Supports

3. Housing & Tenancy Supports

4. Supported Employment

5. Supported Education

6. Transportation

7. Medication Management

8. Planned Respite for 
Caregivers

9. Assistive Technology

10. Case Management
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1915(i) RISE
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• Adults age 18+ and enrolled in 
Kentucky Medicaid

• Diagnosed with Serious Mental Illness

• Facing difficulty with housing, work, or 
daily functioning

• May also have co-occurring addiction

1915(i) RISE Eligibility
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Substance Use Disorder



SUD Provider Licensure and Certification



Comprehensive, Continuous, Integrated System of Care

Is our system designed to inspire hope for people with complex needs?

➢ Customer-oriented, continuous quality improvement
➢ Welcoming integrated access & engagement
➢ Peer/family support expansion
➢ Integrated crisis system redesign 
➢ Integrated SUD system redesign
➢ Integrated Adult and Child MH system redesign 
➢ Utilization management redesign
➢ “Treatment & care coordination” redesign
➢ Managing “high utilizers”



Assisted Outpatient Treatment (AOT; "Tim's Law)

• Civil legal procedure by which a court can order 
an individual with serious mental illness (SMI) to 
follow a treatment plan in the community. 

• Signed into law in 2017 (unfunded)

• SAMHSA Pilot Grant 2020 – 2024 ($4M)

• State general funding began in FY 2023; 
expanded each subsequent year ($3M FY 2026)

• BHDID has AOT Program Administrator to 
coordinate statewide expansion



AOT Outcomes: Federal SAMHSA Grant 2020-2024



Current AOT Courts (CMHC Regions)

• Jefferson (Seven Counties)

• Hardin, Grayson, Nelson (Communicare)

• Fayette, Scott, Bourbon, Woodford (New Vista)

• Kenton (NorthKey)

• Mason (Comprehend)

• Daviess (River Valley)

• Christian, Muhlenberg (Pennyroyal)

• McCracken (Four Rivers)

• Warren (Lifeskills)

• Harlan (Cumberland River)

• Perry (Kentucky River)

These counties 

comprise 45% of 

the state's 

population.



AOT Medicaid Cost Savings

Average Medicaid 

cost savings:

$1326 per month per 

person during AOT

$1106 per month per 

person after AOT



Seth’s Law

• Endorsed by Judicial Commission on Mental Health

• Became law in 2024

• Changed KRS 504 competency evaluation to an outpatient 
modality unless inpatient assessment is recommended

• Reduced KCPC wait list from over 400 to less than 100

• BHDID implemented a statewide training program for all KRS 
504 evaluators



Future Directions

• Forensic Assertive Community Treatment (FACT) teams pilot – support 
for SMI individuals with justice system involvement

• Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) for police and firefighters – curriculum 
update

• Jail Mental Health Services Work Group – assessment and 
recommendations to enhance jail behavioral health services

• Alternative transportation models for KRS 202A - to supplement law 
enforcement transports during civil commitment process



Katie.Marks@ky.gov

David.Susman@ky.gov
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