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• Mission And Vision
• Office of Kentucky Veteran Centers
• Office of Kentucky Veteran Services
 Governor’s Challenge
 Federal VA/ Other Services
• Office of Veterans Legal Services
• Trust Fund



 Mission: Educate, Assist and Serve Veterans and their 
families to “Ensure” they receive benefits and services 
under federal and state laws. 

 Vision: To be a transformational organization which 
serves as a “STRATEGIC PLATFORM” for advocacy, 
initiatives, and comprehensive “wrap around” services for 
the Commonwealth’s veterans and their families through 
investment in KDVA’s brand, infrastructure, legacy, and 
employee talent.  
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Mission/Vision



Office of Kentucky 
Veterans Centers

Thomson-Hood Veterans Center, 
Wilmore, KY

Capacity 285, Current census 140/285 = 
49%-

Joseph Eddie Ballard Veterans Center, 
Hanson, KY Capacity 156, Current census 

81/156 = 52%+

Paul E. Patton Veterans Center, Hazard, KY 
Capacity 120, Current census 101/120 = 84%+

Carl M Brashear Radcliff Veterans 
Center, Radcliff,  KY

Capacity 120, Current census
56/120 = 47%-

Robert E. Spiller Bowling Green Veterans 
Center, Bowling Green, KY Capacity 60
Admissions expected in the Winter of 2026



Admissions (Nursing facility level of care) –70% 
Service-Connected Veterans – no cost to 
veterans or their families
Accept Medicare, Medicaid, Private Pay and select 

insurance
Current private pay rates: Semi-private room - 

$4,000/mo, Private - $4,500/mo, Private Suite/CLC - 
$5,000/mo
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Office of Kentucky 
Veterans Centers



• To be admitted to a Kentucky Veterans Center, the 
person shall:

• Be a veteran;
• Be disabled by reason of disease, wounds, age, or 

otherwise is in need of nursing care;
• Be a Kentucky resident as of the date of admission to a 

Kentucky Veterans Center; and
• Have a military discharge that is not of a dishonorable 

nature.
• A person shall not be eligible for admission if the 

person:
• Has needs that cannot be met by the Veterans Center.

6

Office of Kentucky 
Veterans Centers



Office of Kentucky 
Veterans Centers
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Office of Kentucky 
Veterans Services
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Office of Kentucky 
Veterans Services
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• Virtual Military Related Students Success Forums 
Summer 2026

• Community Faith-Based Forum for SMVF 
• Faith Based Leader Academy 2026
• Faith Based Leader Discussion Aug 2026 during 

Commissioners’ State Commanders Conference
• KDVA Overview Day 2 of Commissioner’s State 

Commander’s Conference Aug 2026
• High School and College Graduation Recognition 

Summer 2026



Office of Kentucky 
Veterans Services
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ACE Military Guide - Catalog Search

Veteran Readiness and Employment (VR&E) 
Home

Scholarships:

Veteran Scholarships - Scholarships.com

15 Scholarships for Military Children, Spouses, 
& Veterans In 2023

https://militaryguide.acenet.edu/?_gl=1*19gwhd1*_gcl_au*MjAwMzI3MTkyLjE3NjAwMTk0NTA.*_ga*MjA5Njk5MzgxNi4xNzYwMDE5NDUx*_ga_S8V2B0PXWS*czE3NjAwMTk0NTAkbzEkZzEkdDE3NjAwMTk0OTUkajQyJGwwJGgw
https://www.benefits.va.gov/vocrehab/index.asp
https://www.benefits.va.gov/vocrehab/index.asp
https://www.scholarships.com/financial-aid/college-scholarships/scholarships-by-type/veteran-scholarships/
https://www.operationmilitarykids.org/scholarships-for-military-children-spouses-and-veterans/
https://www.operationmilitarykids.org/scholarships-for-military-children-spouses-and-veterans/


Office of Kentucky 
Veterans Services
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Center for Faith - U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

Tragedy Assistance Program For Survivors (TAPS) Is Here For You!
988 Partner Toolkit | SAMHSA

How to Start a Veterans Support Group Resources - Center for 
Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships - U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs

RURAL VETERANS - Office of Rural Health

Program of General Caregiver Support Services (PGCSS)
Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family other pe 
Caregivers (PCAFC)

https://department.va.gov/programs-and-initiatives/faith-based-and-neighborhood-partnerships/
https://www.taps.org/
https://www.samhsa.gov/mental-health/988/partner-toolkit
https://department.va.gov/programs-and-initiatives/faith-based-and-neighborhood-partnerships/vw-wc/
https://department.va.gov/programs-and-initiatives/faith-based-and-neighborhood-partnerships/vw-wc/
https://department.va.gov/programs-and-initiatives/faith-based-and-neighborhood-partnerships/vw-wc/
https://www.ruralhealth.va.gov/aboutus/ruralvets.asp
https://www.caregiver.va.gov/CAREGIVER/Care_Caregivers.asp
https://www.caregiver.va.gov/CAREGIVER/support/support_benefits.asp
https://www.caregiver.va.gov/CAREGIVER/support/support_benefits.asp


Governor Challenge
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Monthly Virtual Meetings

Let’s Ask the Question Campaign
 
Suicide Mortality Review Cooperative Agreement 
Lethal Means Safety Training Spring 2026

The Kentucky Service Members, Veterans, and their 
Families Suicide Prevention Program (HB 30)

The Armory Project Listening Sessions – Feb 2026

UK QPR Training
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Cemetery Division

Director Shane Lagrone

Pre-eligibility



VETERANS’ CEMETERIES 
IN KENTUCKY

National Cemeteries
Funded State 
Cemeteries

KVCW

KVCC

Mill Springs 

Lebanon

Camp 
Nelson

*Does not include National cemeteries that are closed

KVCN KVCNE

KVCSE



Cemetery Division
• According to Kentucky State Law, you do not have to 

be a resident of Kentucky in order to be eligible for 
burial within one of Kentucky's five-state veterans' 
cemeteries.

• Who's eligible for burial in one of Kentucky's state 
veterans cemeteries?

• Veterans, service members, spouses, and dependents 
may be eligible for burial in a state veterans 
cemeteries, as well as other benefits if they meet one 
of the requirements listed below.
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• One of these must be true. The person qualifying for 
burial benefits is:

• A Veteran who didn’t receive a dishonorable discharge, 
or

• A service member who died while on active duty, active 
duty for training, or inactive duty for training, or

• The spouse or minor child of a Veteran, even if the 
Veteran died first, or

• In some cases, the unmarried adult dependent child of 
a Veteran.

• ​If you have any questions about eligibility, please 
contact one of our state veterans cemeteries.
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Cemetery Division
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Cemetery Division

Burial Honors Stipend 
request

Indigent Burial 
Reimbursement
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Cemetery Division
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Benefits Division 

Stephen Buford
Director of Veterans Benefits

Accredited Benefits 
Representatives

Summary of Kentucky of 
Veterans Benefits including 
license plates
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Benefits Division 

• Disability Compensation-A tax-free monetary 
benefit paid to veterans with disabilities that 
are the result of a disease or injury incurred or 
aggravated during active military service.

• Dependency and Indemnity Compensation 
(DIC)- A tax-free monetary benefit generally 
payable to a surviving spouse, child, or parent 
of service members who died while on active 
duty, active duty for training; or inactive duty 
training or survivors of veterans who died from 
their service-connected disabilities
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Benefits Division 

• Pensions
• Special Monthly Compensation (SMC)
 Housebound
 Aid and Attendance
•  Claims Appeals
• Reentry/Pre-Reentry  Assistance



Benefits Division 
Tuition Waiver

• May be used in conjunction with Chapter 35 (Federal 
Benefit)

• For dependents of eligible veterans
• 45 months of tuition waived at KY state-funded college 

or university
• Does not include books, fees, room/board
• Expires upon receipt of degree or certificate
• Expires when child turns 26 (active-duty exception 

possible)
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Benefits Division
• Veteran must be KY resident or died in KY

• KRS 164.505 Unlimited due to death of veteran
• KRS 164.515 Limited Child/Spouse 100% service 

connected
• KRS 164.507 Limited due to death of veteran
• KRS 164.512 Unlimited Disabled Child

• Deceased Veteran
• Active duty death
• Service connected death
• Deceased wartime veteran
• 100% at time of death

• Living veteran 
• 100% service connected or IU (P&T not required)
• Receiving non-service connected pension 23
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KY Tuition Waiver Coordinator 

Tammy Wray
1135 Lexington Rd. Suite J

Georgetown, KY 40324
Cell: 502-545-6252

   twray@ky.gov

Veteran Education Benefits

veterans.ky.gov

Benefits Division

mailto:twray@ky.gov


Benefits Division
Other VA Benefits

Homestead Exemption - Department of Revenue 
(ky.gov)
Assistance to Veterans with a Severe Disability | 
ChooseVA
 Specially Adapted Housing
 Special Housing Adaptation
 Temporary Residence Adaptation
 Automobile grants
 Adaptive equipment
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https://revenue.ky.gov/Property/Residential-Farm-Commercial-Property/Pages/Homestead-Exemption.aspx
https://revenue.ky.gov/Property/Residential-Farm-Commercial-Property/Pages/Homestead-Exemption.aspx
https://www.choose.va.gov/housing-assistance/severe-disability


Programs Division
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Millie Dee  Stevens
State Programs 

Director



Programs Division

28



Programs Division
Homeless Veterans Program

• Homeless Veteran prevention grant
• Homeless Veterans Referrals
• Homeless Veterans Stand Downs
• Homeless Veterans committees 
and workgroups
• Homeless Veteran Run/Walk 
Oct 2026
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Programs Division
Women Veterans Program
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Programs Division
Women Veterans Program
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Women Veteran Retreat Summer 2026

Women Veterans County Ambassadors 
opportunities by county 



Programs Division
Wounded and Disabled 

Veterans  Program
• Suicide Prevention
• Content Sharing
• Governor Challenge 

assistance
• Suicide Mortality Review 

Assistance
• Suicide Prevention 

Virtual event Sep 2026
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Programs Division
VA Additional Programing 

Vet Center LocationsLocations | Lexington Vet
Center | Veterans Affairs
Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Program 
Kentucky – Locations

What Does COMPACT Act, Mean For Veterans? | VA 
Cincinnati Health Care | Veterans Affairs

Kentucky VA Reentry Representative 
janis.skilling@va.gov
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https://www.va.gov/lexington-vet-center/locations/
https://www.va.gov/lexington-vet-center/locations/
https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/state_SUD.cfm?STATE=KY
https://www.va.gov/cincinnati-health-care/stories/what-does-compact-act-mean-for-veterans/
https://www.va.gov/cincinnati-health-care/stories/what-does-compact-act-mean-for-veterans/
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Programs Division
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Programs Division



Programs Division
Kentucky Veterans Education and Training Program
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• Kentucky Chamber 
of Commerce Hiring 
Academy

• Ft Knox
• Ft Campbell
• KY Army National 

Guard 
• Reentry assistance



Office of Veterans 
Legal  Services
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Lily Chan Patteson
Executive Director - 
General Counsel

National Veterans 
Legal Services 
Program (NVLSP) 



Trust Fund
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The purpose of the Veterans program Trust 
Fund (VPTF) is to direct funding to projects and 
programs that help Kentucky’s veterans for 
which other funds are not available.

The VPTF is overseen by a Board of Directors 
whose members are appointment by the 
Governor.

The application deadline is thirty calendar days 
before the meeting date and must be received 
(not stamped by post office but received in our 
office) at the Kentucky Department of Veterans 
Affairs by email KDVA.PIO@ky.gov. 



Trust Fund
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The Meetings are scheduled for the second or 
third Wednesday every March, June, September 
and December. 

Next Quarterly meeting for June not set yet, for 
up to date information or changes please 
contact Kirk.Shepherd@ky.gov 

Donate to Trust FundApply for Trust Fund



Questions
​Governor’s Advisory 
Board for Veterans' 
Affairs (GABVA)​​ -
Kentucky Department of 
Veterans Affairs

whitney.allen@ky.gov
(502) 229-2478 

silas.session@ky.gov
5022295354

mailto:Silas.session@ky.gov
mailto:Silas.session@ky.gov
mailto:Silas.session@ky.gov
mailto:Silas.session@ky.gov
mailto:Silas.session@ky.gov
mailto:whitney.allen@ky.gov
mailto:Silas.session@ky.gov
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